
TENAFLY HIGH SCHOOL

Introduction to Speech/Public Speaking
Instructor: Ms. Eastwood

“Speech is power: speech is to persuade, to convert, to compel.”
-Ralph Waldo Emerson

INTRODUCTION:
This is a performance course, which intends to familiarize students with

the preparation and delivery of various speeches including informative

and persuasive speeches. Students will research and deliver speeches, as

well as act as critics of their own, fellow students’, and famous speakers’

work. The course aims to reduce students’ anxiety in public presentations,

emphasize speech preparation, enhance public speaking skills, and make

students better able to evaluate their own performance and that of others.

By the end of the course, all students should:

• Become aware of personal speech habits and characteristics. To increase

your confidence.

• Improve posture, voice, diction and other mechanics of speech.

• Develop speech preparation and presentation techniques, audience

awareness and self-awareness.

• Cultivate poise and self-confidence.

• Present a variety of speeches including informative and persuasive.

• Analyze and critique various speech techniques, content, purpose,

strengths and weaknesses.

• Develop good listening and feedback skills.

CLASS PHILOSOPHY - Remember we judge the work - not the individual.

GRADING POLICY/REQUIREMENTS:
1. Preparation and Participation (25%): Enthusiastic participation in all

in-class activities is essential. You will be expected to challenge yourself and

participate in discussions, evaluations and exercises. Discussions, feedback and



listening are ways to develop your public speaking. Treat your fellow classmates

with respect. Don’t interrupt or engage in private conversations while others are

speaking. Speaking in front of audiences can be intimidating but with work,

support and respect every student can become confident in speaking publicly to

large or small groups. You will receive a weekly participation grade.  All speeches

in both rehearsal and performance must be given from a printed copy. No mobile

devices will be permitted.

2. Impromptu Presentations (25%): A major requirement for this class is that

each student masters the art of impromptu speaking. Each month you will present

at least one impromptu speech without any preparation. You must speak for 1-2

minutes on a self-chosen topic or assigned topic. Each “UM”, “LIKE,” “YOU KNOW”

out of context will result in a 1 point deduction.

3. Speech Presentations (50%): Each student will present 2 ORIGINAL speeches,

2 minutes in length, a Motivational and a Persuasive speech. Each student will also

choose one historically significant speech of their choice and present a one to two

minute excerpt of that speech. Students will also write and present 2 -3 other

speeches such as: a RAP, infomercial, eulogy, How-to etc.. All presentations will

be graded using the Public Speaking Speech Rubric.

TECHNOLOGY USAGE:
Public Speaking is not a solo activity. To successfully interact with others we must

listen to them, look at them and empathize with them. Studies have shown that our

use of technology, specifically cell phones, has inhibited the development of these

interpersonal skills. In this class we will develop our listening, observing and

empathizing skills in order to be commanding, entertaining, and authentic

speakers. To that end – All mobile devices and accessories will be turned off or put

on silent at the beginning of class and kept in your backpack. If there is an

emergency, arrangements will be made.  Students may request to have

their rehearsal speeches/exercises videoed on their phones. Failure to

observe these guidelines may result in a 0 for the day’s participation.


